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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

BEFORE THE 

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 

 

    

ISO New England Inc. et al.                                       )                   Docket No. ER13-1957-000 

 

 

COMMENTS OF  

NEW ENGLAND POWER POOL PARTICIPANTS COMMITTEE 

 

(August 26, 2013) 

 

The New England Power Pool (“NEPOOL”)
1
 Participants Committee

2
 hereby files these 

comments in support of the Amended and Restated Northeastern ISO/RTO Planning 

Coordination Protocol among and between PJM Interconnection, L.L.C. (“PJM”), the New York 

Independent System Operator (“NYISO”), and ISO New England (“ISO-NE”) (the “Protocol”) 

as filed by ISO-NE on July 10, 2013 in the above-captioned docket.  The Protocol was filed in 

compliance with the interregional transmission planning and cost allocation requirements of the 

Commission’s Order No. 1000.
3
   

                                                
1
  Capitalized terms not defined herein have the meanings ascribed thereto in the Second Restated 

NEPOOL Agreement, Participants Agreement, or the ISO New England Inc. (“ISO-NE”) Transmission, 

Markets and Services Tariff (the “Tariff”).  Section III of the Tariff is referred to as “Market Rule 1”. 

2
  NEPOOL is a voluntary association organized in 1971 pursuant to the New England Power 

Pool Agreement, and it has grown to include over 430 members.  The Participants include all of the 

electric utilities rendering or receiving services under the Tariff, as well as independent power generators, 

marketers, load aggregators, brokers, consumer-owned utility systems, demand response providers, 

developers, end users and a merchant transmission provider.  Pursuant to revised governance provisions 

accepted by the Commission in ISO New England Inc. et al., 109 FERC ¶ 61,147 (2004), the Participants 

act through the NEPOOL Participants Committee.  The NEPOOL Participants Committee is authorized 

by Section 6.1 of the Second Restated NEPOOL Agreement and Section 8.1.3(c) of the Participants 

Agreement to represent NEPOOL in proceedings before the Commission.  NEPOOL is the principal 

stakeholder organization for the New England RTO.  NEPOOL was a joint filing party with ISO-NE in 

the very first filing that initiated the root docket (ER12-1643-000). 

3
 Transmission Planning and Cost Allocation by Transmission Owning and Operating Public 

Utilities, Order No. 1000, 76 Fed. Reg. 49,842 (Aug. 11, 2011), FERC Stats. & Regs. ¶ 31,323 (2011) 

(“Order No. 1000”); order on reh’g, Order No. 1000-A, 77 Fed. Reg. 32,184 (May 31, 2012), 139 FERC ¶ 

61,132 (2012) (“Order No. 1000-A”); order on reh’g, Order No. 1000-B, 77 Fed. Reg. 64890 (Oct. 24, 

2012), 141 FERC ¶ 61,044 (2012). 
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I. BACKGROUND AND NEPOOL PROCESS 

ISO-NE filed the Protocol as one piece of its compliance for the New England region 

with the interregional requirements of Order No. 1000.
4
  In a separate docket (ER13-1960-000), 

ISO-NE also filed on July 10, 2013 revisions to the ISO-NE Tariff to comply with the 

interregional requirements of Order No. 1000 (the “ISO-NE Tariff Filing”).   NEPOOL joined in 

support of the ISO-NE Tariff Filing as a party to that filing.  NEPOOL would have joined in 

support of the Protocol filing but for the fact that it was filed solely by the three ISOs/RTOs 

(PJM, NYISO and ISO-NE) that are parties to the Protocol agreement.
5
   

The Protocol was not part of the ISO-NE Tariff prior to its filing and ISO-NE has chosen 

to keep it separate from the ISO-NE Tariff as a stand-alone agreement.   Because of ISO-NE’s 

decision to separate the Protocol from the ISO-NE Tariff, and because the New England RTO 

arrangements did not contemplate the Protocol, there was no express obligation by ISO-NE to 

subject the Protocol to a NEPOOL vote.  Over the course of several meetings of the 

Transmission Committee in the first half of 2013, however, ISO-NE did present to NEPOOL for  

review and comment drafts of the Protocol as it was being developed.   Given the fact that the 

Protocol contains most of the substantive provisions regarding interregional transmission 

planning for New England, NEPOOL on its own initiative chose to vote separately on the 

                                                
4
 For interregional compliance, Order No. 1000’s primary requirements are that public utility 

transmission providers have in their open access transmission tariffs provisions for: (i) neighboring 

regions to jointly identify and evaluate any interregional transmission solutions that would be more 

efficient or cost-effective than individual regional solutions to identified transmission needs; and (ii) the 

cost allocation method(s) for such interregional solutions.  Although the requirement is only to have 

agreement on such provisions with neighboring FERC-jurisdictional regions, which for New England 

would mean NYISO, ISO-NE has worked with both NYISO and PJM to develop a three-region 

agreement on interregional planning and cost allocation. 

5
 NEPOOL filed a doc-less motion to intervene in this proceeding on July 25, 2013.  
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Protocol, as well as voting on the ISO-NE Tariff Filing, which is in  fact contemplated by the 

New England RTO arrangements. 

At its June 20, 2013 meeting the Transmission Committee, in two separate votes, voted to 

recommend Participants Committee support for the ISO-NE Tariff Filing and the Order No. 1000 

related revisions to the Protocol.  The Transmission Committee voted without opposition to 

recommend Participants Committee support for the Protocol.   At its June 27, 2013 meeting the 

NEPOOL Participants Committee accepted that recommendation and voted without opposition 

to support the Protocol. 

II. COMMENTS IN SUPPORT 

NEPOOL supports the Protocol as part of the Order No. 1000 interregional compliance 

package filed by ISO-NE.  The Protocol improves planning processes that have been in place for 

several years among the Northeast ISOs by providing greater detail and clarity and making the 

interregional planning obligations subject to a FERC-jurisdictional contract.  From a stakeholder 

perspective, stakeholder input into revisions to the Protocol as it evolves over time would be 

easier and more likely to be taken into account if it were made part of the individual regional 

tariffs of each of the Northeast ISOs rather than existing solely as a stand-alone three-party 

agreement.  Nevertheless, the Protocol is an improvement over existing processes and continues 

the good work that PJM, NYISO and ISO-NE have done to coordinate Northeast transmission 

planning activities.  
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III.   CONCLUSION 

The Protocol, together with the ISO-NE Tariff Filing, exceed the interregional 

requirements of Order No. 1000, and should be accepted. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dated: August 26, 2013 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

NEPOOL Participants Committee 

By: /s/  Eric K. Runge  

            Eric K. Runge 

            Day Pitney LLP 

 One International Place 

 Boston, MA  02110 

 Tel: (617) 345-4735 

 Fax: (617) 345-4745 

 E-mail: ekrunge@daypitney.com 

      

  

            Its Attorney 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that I caused a copy of the foregoing document to be served 

electronically upon each person designated on the official service list compiled by the Secretary 

of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.  

Dated at Hartford, Connecticut this 26th day of August 2013. 

 

 

      /s/ Sebastian M. Lombardi 

      Day Pitney LLP 

      242 Trumbull Street 

      Hartford, CT 06103 

      Tel: (860) 275-0663 

      Fax: (860) 881-2493 

      E-mail: slombardi@daypitney.com 

 

mailto:slombardi@daypitney.com

